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celyn O’Neill, the district’s
education program coordi-
nator. “The concept was
pretty easy, since we knew

we wanted to touch on all

the major habitats of the
river, The design was a
long process, to get the
aquariums just right and
what we would do with
each one.”

Originally the plan was
to phase in the River Cen-
ter for cost reasons,
O’Neill said, but because of
efforts by the district, the
Loxahatchee River Preser-
vation Initiative and oth-

ers, the entire $1 million -

center will be able to open
‘on Aug. 23.

“The largest aquarium
is the first one you see, the
(federally designated) Wild
and Scenic river. It is an
1,800-gallon freshwater
tank that shows the main
part of the channel, and is
also built up to represent
the river bank, with a cy-
press swamp on one side
and a freshwater marsh on
the other,” O’'Neill said.

“The last tank, which is
1,600 gallons, is a saltwa-
ter, coral reef deep marine
tank. It will give us the
‘big finish’ to the exhibit,
with fabricated corals and
real decorative reef fish. I
think this one will be a big
draw at the center — peo-

ple will want to just stand

there and watch the corals
and the fish in this tank.”

In between the begin-
ning and finishing exhibits
are several smaller tanks.
There is one with exotic
and native species that
show the impact the inva-

‘sive species have on the

natives; an estuary system,
including an oyster reef
and fabricated red man-
grove area that will be in-
teractive; a fabricated red
mangrove tank, that shows
predator and prey fish that
would live in this type of
environment; a touch
tank; a dock piling tank
showing the fish and en-
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With the mural of Loxahatchee River scenery in the background, Conrad Ichener of
Living Golor, a custom agquarium company in Fort Lauderdale, carefully places the
fabricated foliage seen along the river into place in the 1800 gallon freshwater “Wild
and Seenic” river aquarium at the new Loxahatchee River Center.

crusting animals that

make wood docking areas

their home and a seagrass'

tank with nursery fish.

Living Color from Fort
Lauderdale has created the
tanks, and the different en-
vironments, including the
fabricated elements, such
as coral, which should nev-
er be removed from the
ocean.

“They were a good
choice for us, since we
could see the exhibits in
fabrication, and 1 went
down to Lauderdale sever-

‘had envisioned,”

al times to make sure ev-
erything was going as we
said
O’'Neill. “It is truly amaz-
ing. Tt is very realistic and
turned out better than we
had imagined.”

The River Center will be
open from 10 am. to 4 pm.
for the grand opening
event. After that, it will be
open Tuesday through Sat-
urday, from 9 am. to 4
p.am.

Donations would be ap-
preciated.




