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Loxahatchee River
to get $5 million
in state, local money

The money will help pay for
projects that stretch from _
- the Gardens to Jupiter.

By STEPHANIE SMITH
Palm Beach Post Staff Writer

For the third year, state money
has flowed to the Loxahatchee
River to help with efforts to recover
from decades of being drained and
diverted to feed the thirst of people
and crops.

The state has awarded a $2.5
million grant that will be matched
by local governments for $5 million
worth of projects that stretch from
the Loxahatchee Slough in western
Palm Beach Gardens to Jones
Creek in Jupiter.

Sen. Ken Pruitt, R-Port St
Lucie, who also is the senate ap-
propriations chairman, helped lead
the local delegation’s efforts to land
the grant.

“This is our third year, our third
year, of what will be, I hope, a ded-

icated funding source,” Pruitt said.

Pruitt said the credit for con-
vincing the state to continue to
spend money on the Loxahatchee
River goes to a group that formed
three years ago, the Loxahatchee
River Preservation Initiative.

“My job is fairly easy when you
have advocates like that; they have
just done a phenomenal job with
the grass-roots efforts,” Pruitt said.

The organization is a coalition
of the many governments, agencies
and groups with an interest in the
river such as the Florida Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection,
Friends of the Loxahatchee River,
] 1;piter Inlet District, Loxahatchee
River Environmental Control Dis-
trict, Martin County, Palm Beach
County, South Florida Water Man-
agement District, South Indian
River Water Control District, Jupi-
ter and Tequesta.

Initiative Chairman David
Brown, who also is Jupiter’s water
utilities director, said the coalition
was formed three years ago out of

See LOXAHATCHEE, 17 »






